
Enrico Letta served as Prime Minister of Italy in
2013-2014 and as leader of the Italian Democratic
Party in 2021-2023. He entered politics in 1998, after
working as an academic. He was Minister of
European affairs in 1998, Minister of Industry in
1999-2001, Member of the European Parliament
from 2004-2009 and Secretary of the Council of
Ministers in the second Prodi government from
2006-2008. In 2014, he became dean of the Paris
School of International Affairs at Sciences Po Paris.
Today, he is the President of the Institut Jacques
Delors and member of the Italian Chamber of
Deputies. In September 2023 he received a
mandate from the European institutions to
elaborate a High Level Report on the future of the
Single Market. 
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Dr Christian Ehler has been a Member of the
European Parliament for Brandenburg since 2004
and belongs to the Group of the European People's
Party (EPP/CDU). Since 2004 he has been part of
the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy
(ITRE) and has been its coordinator for the EPP
Group since 2019. As rapporteur for Horizon 2020
(2014-2020) and Horizon Europe (2021-2027) Dr
Christian Ehler is considered one of the leading
figures in the design and implementation of the
European Framework Programmes for Research
and Innovation. He is the initiator of the ITRE
working group on the implementation of the
Framework Programmes, which ensures close
parliamentary scrutiny of Europe's research and
innovation funding.

 



Maria Leptin is a developmental biologist and
geneticist who is the President of the European
Research Council (ERC). After her studies in
mathematics and biology, Maria Leptin carried out
her PhD research at the Basel Institute for
Immunology. She then moved to the Laboratory of
Molecular Biology in Cambridge, became a group
leader at the Max Planck Institute for Develop-
mental Biology in Tübingen, and professor at the
Institute of Genetics, University of Cologne. Before
her appointment as ERC President, Maria Leptin
was the Director of the European Molecular Biology
Organisation (EMBO) in Heidelberg and a research
group leader at the European Molecular Biology
Laboratory.  She is an elected member of EMBO,
the Academia Europaea and the German National
Academy of Sciences (Leopoldina). She is an
Honorary Fellow of the Academy of Medical
Sciences, a Foreign Member of the Royal Society
and an international member of the US National
Academy of Sciences. 
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Pascal Metivier is Solvay group head of Research
& Innovation, based in Paris. In this role he
manages all group R&I corporate activities. Before
this, he did spend 10 years in Asia where he set up
the group research &amp; development footprint,
particularly building and developing research
activities in China, Korea & India. From 2000 to
2007, he was successively the research and
innovation directors of two business units of the
group (Phosphorus and Performance Derivatives
and then Novecare) where he did contribute to
major development of new product sales. Before
this he held various positions in research, plant
improvement and business development for
various activities of the group (Pharmaceuticals,
Aroma products, polyamide, Silicones, poly-
urethanes). He received his PhD from University
Louis Pasteur in Strasbourg and spent 18 months
as visiting scientist in Purdue University (USA),
working on Computer assisted organic synthesis
using heuristic models. Before this, he studied at
“Ecole Européenne des Industries Chimiques” in
Strasbourg. Pascal Metivier received group
internal awards recognizing some key
achievements such as Rhone-Poulenc 1996
research prize, Rhodia Customer sustainable
innovation award in 2010, and Solvay break-
through innovation prize in 2013. He has also been
named professor “honoris causa” of Zhengzhou
University (Henan, China) in 2009, is guest
professor at East China University of Science and
Technology in Shanghai and has received the
Magnolia award from Shanghai for his
contribution to research development outreach
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