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Event Summary

In  recent years, North America and Asia have massively
ramped up their investments, leaving Europe behind. To remain
competitive and advance the economic, ecological and
societal transitions, European countries and the EU must boost
their research and innovation (R&I) funding. 

This event seeks to outline the EU budget priorities for the 2028‒
2035 bringing together representatives from the European
Parliament, Member States, the Commission, and the research
and innovation sector. In an introductory keynote, Enrico Letta
will present his view on European R&I and why it is necessary to
radically step up the investments in the EU’s next budget.

The event will offer a platform for discussing the vital
importance of investing in R&I as a way to address current and
future geopolitical and societal challenges ahead of the
publication of the first proposal for the Multiannual Financial
Framework (MFF), expected mid 2025. 

There are many proposals as to how R&I can be positioned in
the coming years: The Letta report urges the EU to create a “fifth
freedom” of R&I in the EU single market, and for more support for
fundamental research. The recent Draghi report also calls for a
massive increase in R&I. R&I contributes to the EU’s
competitiveness and must be a priority for the whole of Europe
in the years ahead.



Wrap-up and closing remarks

15:55−16:10 p.m.

16:55 p.m.

17:10−18:30 p.m. Reception, flying dinner

Registration

Welcome address
EUPRIO president Gian-Andri Casutt

Opening keynote Enrico Letta
Former Italian Prime Minister
Author of the report “Much more than a market” 
on the future of the Single Market 

Panel discussion following by a Q&A session with

Enrico Letta

Christian Ehler
Member of the European Parliament
ITRE Committee

Maria Leptin
President of the European Research Council

Pascal Metivier
Head of Research and Innovation at Syensqo

Charlotte Van Velthoven
Moderator 

Event Agenda

15:15−15:45 p.m.

16:10 p.m.

15:45 p.m.



@RMatters2024
research-matters-eu

Contact Research Matters
info@research-matters.eu
research-matters.eu/event

About the Research Matters campaign  
The Research Matters campaign, launched by leading 
research and innovation (R&I) organisations, calls on the
finance ministers of European countries, as well as the
European Council, Commission, and Parliament, to act boldly
and to support an increased share of R&I investment to exceed
3% of GDP in the coming years. This investment is crucial as a
way to bolster the EU’s competitiveness in the current global
landscape. 

WE CALL FOR
Increased funding for research and development (R&D),
reaching over 3% of GDP in the EU and all European
countries
Doubling the budget for the EU’s next research programme
(FP10), and protecting that budget by ring-fencing it.

@researchmatters-eu

https://research-matters.eu/event
http://www.research-matters.eu/

